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"what do you mean, ctn I mot get in? I'm the Kenearer, camo
thre= hours 2gp to coapldin znd 1 cun't get cut!'"



There were g0 fetw lotters
after the 12st igsuo that
we decido. toc puvlish this
ono wvithout ¢ lgtior ascct-
ion 2t A1l cs ¢ no-ribla ex-

(s ]
: cople of what vdl) hoppen
J, S if you den't \rita more
letturs of canmnt. 1t'u

=N = also 4 ecuple of wnks late,
C o\/ iy J< Jf‘\ G L' a2 borriblc oxaple of

vhnt vill kappn if you
aon't vritc oy 2t all.

WA L_T W | L I._l S &g for whnt o8 hippering
vhile you varan't ro~ding
Hyphen, well, the Bolfrtat Ofr-
iecs, fedling that 1ive dogn were
better thon deadliiics. want ifor 2
shitsun holidsy to thc oub-tropical
peradiac of South Dublin. we arrived there on Prday =venins in Ica's Superb, Lux-
urious and Very Lirty Car, nfter =n uneventful pas3:'ge through the Customa, Thois
vns mther o relief to mc, becnuac the dashbourd shelf was pilod vitii toboeceo tins
sontd ning dqust smples, which len hnd omitted to leave in ot his lcborztoxr. (Ho
2243 they were a weuks work, but Madcloine ccementod scarnfully thot sho esudd
20llcet more dust in her own bousa in ten mirutes.) I huad visuclis brring to ex-
pledn them tc tho Customs Insyuotor wdle Iwn wna awny cheddng his eor decunants.. .
"™csa, officer, I know about the prchibition or the import of tobceco, tut tint'e
not tcbreco in those tins.....sell, us a matter of fact, it's, cr, dust....Ycs, just
dust, lcck fer yourself.....Ne, bhenestly, that's nct coeaing, it'a just onlinnry
uat... .It belengs te my frimd Ir.liciulay, he ecllucta it... .. Hoyiiétls nat o
hobly, it's his job.....Ne, he's not u el doetor, just en atcamic physicist...No,
no, ccue beck, it's not radiocnctive, it's juat ordinary dust. Bc goes ~xaund flex
mills 211 dqy ecllceting it and tk ing it awny in tine....dwell yes, I ;pposc a
vrann cleanor ypalyd be chonper mut you know the Irisn Linen In‘uatry, cverything
donc by henda...1 den't know whet he dzcs with it, I think he just camts it...Ycs,
oTybe it oes scund ailly., but it's not aguinast the law is 5it?. ceoliy, I didn't
‘mow 2heut the Ipprrtticn of Dust (Contr:1) Order, 1959. In triplicote, you sty?”

foxt morning Irn and his SHVD ear tek us cn a tour of the leecd p1f eluba.
“nc firs one, bray, wrs quite nice but the grein fecs, 1/6 ecch, scumcd - little
high s0 we shoppud nround. Killincy weg 10/, Carridcnines 15/-, Foxrec: Z!'J/-T nd
wo-dbrook didn't Allow visitors ot all. Lest the next golf club sivuld =root us
vith flope throwers ond bane grenedes we sattled for Bruy, rnd th¢ follovdng fow
-“¥s Gore possed in the rich full 1lifc of golf in the morning. outd--r Scredble an
the 1=wn in the aftcme.n a 1a Dermfard Yatos, ond €ctl on inaids ok covery
Published tv Ian Ycaulny nnd walt eillis 2t, 170 Upper N'ards Ri., Belivat 4, N.Irc-
land, uncbstructcd by Jmos & Peggy white & George Cherters..art Editor Lrthur Them-
son, 17 Br ckhmm House, Brckhnm Dr., L ndon 5.2, associate Editor Bob Shev, 26
Bf-tdﬂ&'ﬂu G:irdens, Bolfest 6. Co—foundor Chuck Harria. Ccllaticns, cold ~nd other-
1se, by kndeleinc #i1lis, Sauie Shaw & Carol #llis. Matericl help vy Jehn Borry.
Hom, Editers Yuri Gagarin, ulan Shephord and Prudence Petta. 1/- or 15¢ por c.py,
7 for 21.00, Exchangcs welosm, B
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o \ = LY. FIRST RORBY was fceding mams at the
JAMES ugu of tw — I waa two yoors old, not tao
swang — and thig is ny carlicst al:o~-
nenory., I lncw this beemiso wo noved to
w H | T E Canede soom after ond I hevae rolisble
i tosticony to the effcet thet I-did pot
’ fecd swana-in that ccuntry, omd vhon w
retumed to Irelend wnen I wes Eaven I was
tnken to foed the sanc swans and rananberod then, so oy previous Decory juat hed
to bo vhen I wag two, I emn renccber thig thirty yoar old ineident porfectly ond
yet 2o unable % reecllect the nfme 6r plot of nstery published three iasucs ego
in snalog, which proves scaothing or other apout oy phecmenal menory, or Jntlog.
-7y2y, when I fed the ssansg the seocnd tinu a lot cf the Mhick hed aone out of it
~~ thay locked mich smaller and iy hands were so big I couldn't got tham through
e roiling without skirning them, Besidos, it wns at tho age of sevan that T join-
cd oy firat gang.

This was n°t & geng in the Barlan Ellison trediticn. #¢ hnd asccrot sims, of
course, tnd tho rredsure which wo buried in placcs the other gong wes guro te find
ao'_s wa'd have on excuse for a eang var, The Tredsurc usually coaprised a fow
oortles — glassies, not atonies; our Trecsure wag velunble]l — sono odd cErarctte
enrds and a lunk of stuff we had filched froo the achscl chemistry 1lob vhich wes
supposod to explode vhen you did eertein things with it, though we ncver focund out
=hnt the things were. ue being too junic: tc bo tought chamistry at that tine ocur
intelligence service ‘ouk ths fom of a fcw cunbs if dnta handed down cuncoscend-

ingly bty the Big Ioys. The &g wara wero fought with snds inaterd of stanca be-
ccuse, unlike that kiaring sergeant, we did want to live forever, An ecanrci

thrown corthen acd wna no mean wedpon, tut it wes relatively harless to the recip-
imt »nd 2 man could mustain a mmber of hits frco them and still ranein cporation-
"l. The casunlties sustained in these wars were mostly of the delayoed cotiom tyr..
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canacd by the rencticns of cur parents to cur carrying tcpgoil inta bod with usg in
-ur hair and underwear.

After this warlike peri~d I went intc 2n introspootive phase, brought about by
oy oether glving mo a Leccane sct for Christmnas. One of the first modolg I built
-- for which there werc no plana in tha instruction bock — was a gpaccahip as des-
cribad in "The Last Rocket to Vems', a acrial nmning in Hotgur et the time, I
lovod thet Moccans set faithfully for three yoara, then divorced it for e nmodel
reilvay. Acturlly I swapped it for the train set, the o>riginal ownar being cone
Soctms Daly who wag tc be enbroiled in sgveral hobbies with me lator, After about
a year of 00-gauge negalcmania I got onto building flying oodel eireraft. THa
ezno about in a rather roundabeut fasghion,

The sccondary school to which I hnad von & sclvlarship waas bombed a fow weaks
boforc I waa duc to start tom, and the Edmeaticn authorities made it a boarding
8c00] == vhieh it nomally wam't — and evacuated everyone to Cushandun, a small
fiching village on the North 4ntrim coaat. (Their reasan being to pruserve highly
intclligent young men like nysclf for posterity). One day during a atom a ship
triod to climb a headland on the other side of Cushenhm bay, and thegy hrd to dmp
rost of the corgo to float it off again., Same of the stuff waahed ashora g
balsa wood and practically the whole achool went on a model aireraft milding kick.
It vog at Cushendun that I leamed to svdn, too, and I wna juast gotting confident
at it whan I had to gp hone to work,

Swiming and model-tuilding contimed as ny chief hobbies, with the accent on
ewimming. Seams Daly was stewing for hia university entrance exams tut cane to
the batha with me two or three times a weak, "To get his head showered" as he so
aptly put it, But it wean't only tho showers we used in thoae baths, we uascd the
diving boards, slidea, spectators gallcry and all the other facilities thoroughly
ond cntmigdastiecally, and often in weys nobody had agver used than before. About
the water we were truc fans and often waxed soriocus and conatruative sbout thoso
cloudy, yellow-green, chlorinc-impregnated depths, 4t first we juoped in tho watur
bccmge we didn't know how to dive, leaping from highcr and higher springboanis.
at tids stagoe wo leamed that when entering the water from a great haight — twenty
to thirty feet — it is ruch leas painful to hit the surface vertioally rother than
horizontally, and even the toea muat be kept pointed Jownwards if the solcs of tho
tcat wore to escape a slapping. Then even the craze for higher junps and i ggor
oplaghos began to pall and we decided that wo could not realise our full equetic
potantial unloaa we leamed to divae,

The proooss of diving, aftor the initial bolly-flopping stage hnd bean pessed,
w3 one of the first things to excdte ry sense of wonder. It was a terrifio amse-
ation cutting the surface with ama straight out and aceing the bluo~cnd-vdd te
tilod bottarm aliding up threcugh a clearing fog of tubblea and gelf-crected turbule
acce Inclining the palms upwards tumed the dive into s slow climb surfacowerds,
or sith ecxpericnce ccme the ability to shoot 2long the botten in exhilareting
lcvel flight until the kinetio cnorgy genernted during the above-tho-surfooo com—
ponant of the dive waa disaipated by weter-drag cffects. It wag oven possible to
2o banking tumas and slow rolls, though the latter usunlly ended by mo umping the
vack of my head gently along the tilcs. Froo this we progresscd to diving togother
and 'flying' in formation, and then to o little gmc ecalled 'Sink the Sulmcrine!
which involved us diving fyron adjoining corneras of the pool and trying to ren cach
other anidships. 4ltogether we brd a hilaricus tine in that pool ond, it baing
*he Novenber to Februery slack period at the baths, the Man didn't say anything
whan we spent two or three hours there when the tine allowed ua was only thirty
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aittites, Y Soring cene, the baths begem:
32 drew cxemia and 'Mae e gtartcd eoing
Yy tao b.ok. Ve tous wp lurdecapo peint-

It wag =advena 40 cvea concider ming
out to o drmughty ficld to paint ~ %@ .-
usuelly ot on 2 pointing expedition to
010 o= other of cur bouses and just thought °
up or rurcmbercd & acene and weat to worke ¢
oa i%t, Moset of ry s%uff was t: .-, pazk-
lilu expinacs with rale blug, heet-wave
weather si¢a — I -mg hopeleas with ===
clond effoct2s Put Seams wmt in for ==
21d, mount2inous subjests in ascrceming :
rurpla and yellow end rei — he kad Lam:
0 Iomogel gad gwooe thnt thas wug wat
Mrazd locked 1ike, both srrhrr i col-
ourfel,. I Cidn't beliese hin, tut later
siun I hnd been threagh the nlecs with _ S R
“oa Mahoffgy I apologised. For a while 7= R s Gol =4
.xus ecntimed to paint Donegnl red and VT : = LT S

21207 ™l rurple md I eitchol grecuslly to porirai“a and s-f subjocts. J'd becn
stoding pef ovonolomelly ginco bofore qoing to Cuchendm, tut'now it hod ot 2 be_d,
T lxtn me dropped for photogruphy nd we began taking pictures of stoac-rollars
«r eloctzic pylons at arly angies. Soams “cok to sroaking into Enrlond rnd
#0ifd'aA “o rotogreph lranchinga — somothing thot-"1t being wartime, ke could cen-
3= Fazc Yios giod fam, e :

r

-
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2 #11 8% onng Seurig vag gora into hig attic for an inicsiva pericil o
sroiwine ol T ws 211 alore. Uy podntings wore flat evnd wminspired, ry collezti:n
0. il7ca FD ASTh mmd throe ARE Unlnowns bad boen reread ot least fivo timeca, cmil
DDy Vi3 iTpeacdible withont Seomus dutside the dartroan with our alam in
Sls Brws clling out the mirutes. I o1t restlese. lonely, bmwmned off., I had
Ly for wmrmiic adrcature, Bidwg teo cty-at thii t4no to <oko w Zih girla

I Joined ths L.7.C. S i :

Iiving as I 2id 1n o stamehly Faticandist az-a nobodr voald have naid a word
te 20 12,771 Joined ‘e IPL, tu% whea I Burr to pa-el un *he stroot ‘twice & vk
ir, 28~ Tzolning Corps unilom Fyc-erov: wvia Tiisod ad oica avan A Stano Yes
Tarowr — wifeh miesed by yords, incidant:Cly, provizs tha% it bad becn hoeved cn
s~aiple rather thw: in mea, nzd )7 uush ry {rieada d'd not stop telidng
T 0o — wrea I wag out of unifan — @d wheq T begrn telling than about tha sort
of ¥inzs wo did in the ATC, algmclde. ai- prrizition end manthly soelela and when
19 g'rla coered cempietaly wmible Yo ruais: iy Zorage can wad chiny battone, scro
=1 thm got over tocir pareit:! wrejuvcizes o flicdently 2 show irtarest,  then
enc o then gclaldly joined up wit: mo =hu- Reiped Fyo-brews cronged to Eclploas
5:‘_‘_“@. 1 .

Baniniseing chout onc's 0id rogimat Leads 4o bore eutsicera, I lrecd avery
mirmte of the a5C, ~Vell nearly -— thers vag the tine I W1s on &n 1memoel eaabet
cnd cughering course for cadet NQOs outedde Iondox 8ni ¢me o von Erem's proto-
“Ypa epacoagtdne lerded. T+ didn't excits my ‘sense of nerder co little bik, tho
-aly aerse I had 528 ona of rolicf #8at it bai cane d>m tvwo nmileg anxy =d in o
~deifs - T4 37n 2dne &ering 4his covrae that I wee actunllv ondcrod %o do sareli'-
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for which, as a child, I had been soundly walloped -- jumping into the watex
vith all my clothes on. This is an indescribable sensation the first time;

the splash and first split-seconds in the water when it hasn't yet had time

to penetrate through the clothing, then the breakthrough in patches and finally
the stage -~ just before the clothing becomes completely waterlogged -- vhen
alr-bubbles are crawling about inside the trouser legs and sleeves. It was
like experiencing some new sin. Later, of course, I became more blasé about

it and even complained if there was too much mud on the bottom,

It was during this toughaning -- or weakening -- course that I first began
to feel a bit off-colour. Apparently the stress kad uncovered a hidden flaw
in my tall, scrawny physique. %hen I got home I slept for two days and woke
up still feeling tired, and began to eat lots of sweets to give me energy.
Hah! A few months later I went to sec the doctor about it and he diagnosed
diabates, and that was the end of the ATC.

Aith a lot of spare time on my hands I began building two and three-valve
radios -~ in the ATC I'd picked up enough tachnical know-how to be able to
make crystal sets and simple one-valvers, and now I was going to expand the
whole fileld of electronics. At the same timo I joinad the Red Cross to taka
lectures on first aid and nursing. My medical carzer ended onc night tvio yoars
later when I was practising bathing a simulated baby -- a large doll, actually
-= and its head came off. A man can stand just so much ribbing without losing
his self-rospect, I took up ball-room dancing.

It was during the combined radio-building, dancing and s-~f collecting stage
-- the last had been going on unobtrusively for scveral years -- that I met
Wlalter. Walter collected s-f and built racios, too, but while I had a lot
more American Astoundings than he had his radios made me feel that I was coa-
fronted with a member of a highly-advanced technological civilisation., Then
the first issue of Slant was published and all other hobbies took a back erat.

Running off blotchy pages of type with blotchier woodcuts by myself on ther
and seeing the pages become clearer and more ambitiously illustrated vith each
succeeding issue, was the most rewarding hobby I'd had up to that time. For
one thing, it was much more creative than dismantling sten guns while blind-
fold, or even jumping into the water fully dressed. Valter and I worked verv
hard on Slant -~ him a lot harder than mc because I only went up to 170 threc
or four times a week while he lived there -- but I cannot remember one single
time when we stopped to ask ourselves if the trouble was really worth it.

But for me helping to produce Slant was just another hobby. and vhile I enjoy-
ed reading the letters which came in and Walter's replies to them I had no
inclination to become part of tha fandom they represonted. All I wanted to

do was set type and occasionally bring up a linocut, then wait anxiously vhile
‘Nalter mounted it on a block, rolled on the ink and peeled off the first imp-
ession. If it tumed out anyway good we would prop it up against his super-
het and talk about its atmospherc and impact and its subtle quality of other-
worldliness -- all thece effects being due, usually, to faulty inking. Some-
times whon I surpassed myself, Walter would say "Exquasut, James, exquasut!"
in a pseudo-Ballymcna accent which has to be heard to be appreciated.

George Charteors began frequenting Oblique House, though he was so quiet and
unassuming in those days -- still is, as 4 matter of fact -- that he had bean
coming for a couple of months beford I noticed him. Then Bob Shaw, Ghoodminton
and Fannish Good Cheer shattercd the hardworking calm of 170 like triple th= -
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deibolts and suddenly w2 were a fan
group, Ve ctill spent a lot of tira
typo-setting, but now we stopped oft-
ener to talk. Letters praising what
Manly Banister called my impossible
linocuts had bagun to swell my head
ard : took up painting again. Bob
painted, too, and I remember nights
when we just sat at opposite sides of
the Slant type-setting table, ‘lalter
with his foeet up on the mantleplece -
talking and co-ordinating between us,
just painting our hearts out. They
were always s-f subjects, of course,
and we would- vie to excel cach other
with special effects. There was a
time when my distant gaiaxies and
starclouds ranked second to ncne --
tha tachnique involving Chincse White
and an old tooth-brush -- and I can E B R B —
5ti1l hear Walter asking if I'd Mac- S
leaned my galaxy today. ; e o TR

I had the feeling that Fate had something extra special in store for maa
Iy whole spare time life -- the structural and inventive experience of Mecc-
ano, my brief excursion into electronics, my anatomical studies with tha Brit-
2sh Red Cross and my developing artistic bent -- was obviously a preparatian
for entry into the professional publishing field. James White, I was sure,
vias gning to be a name that would rank with those of Hubert Rogers and Ge:a-~d
Quinn in s-f magazine c¢ircles.

Sometimes I wonder whatever beceme of that James White, and if there is
2 probability world wherein I sold my first cover painting to Ted Cameil, . .

gaisr$
LIS F

‘Ahat actually happened on this time-
“+o-tragk was that I started getting severe
Leadaches and attacks of nose-bleeding
which forced me to give up lino-cutting
.. and similar forms of artistic eye-st:ain,
i< However, fo= some time I'd been writing
long, detailed leiters to Seamue Daly,
vho vias a B.Sc.now working as a research
chemist witah ICI in Stockton-on-Tees;

... and I had shkown part of one to Walter

- vherein I'd described some of the things
vhich had happened on the way to tke
22> Fegtival Convention in 1951, Walter

> 1iked it and published an extract titlcd
- 'I Rode with Bulmex* in inclinations.
= At the time I wasn't very keen on being
a writer, hut when I inherited Walter's
19212 typer on his acquisition of a lata::
(1923) model I felt that the machina wa-
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being wasted if I didn't use it. So in between copying hymns for Seamus Dzly’':
brother Sean -- who was assistant director of the parish choir -- I did a few
pieces of fan fiction for SFN, Quandry and Hyphen, “including the Harris #hiie
Feud. Oh yes, and I was responsible for introducing the zap—qun into British
fandom -- something of which I felt extremely proud, at the time,

Thel fact that I was being given BNF status was rather embarrassing to me
because I did not consider myself a fan at all. I was simply a hobbyist who,
because he was a member of a by now world famous fan group, had to keep his end
up. The letters and stories I wrote were 'to and about friends I had made, and
although all the friends and incidents written about were connected with fandom
I felt that 1 shouldn't involve myself too deeply in it., At the same time I
enjoyed conventions and mecting visiting fans and corresponding, immensely.
People who treated the fannish way of 1life like a religon made me uncomfortable.
Fandom to me is about fifty or sixty people, eight or nine of which I meet at
least once a week. I look on it ag a fantasy or fairy story to which a lot of
intelligent -- and a few unintelligent -~ people subscribe, adding details,
discussing, recording and expanding this warmm, friendly but essentially unre:zl
world which they have created. As a group fans are the nicest people I know,
but fandom should not be considered more important than comfortable homes,
happy wives and well-fed children, and anyone who does think it more important
Is a fanatic and not a fan, If anybody wants to know how a BNF can subscriba
~o such heresy the answer is I'm Dot a BNF, so yaaaah. I'm just a hobbyist
who was on a type-setting kick with a fan genius eleven years ago and somehow
becama embroiled. Fandom is 3 Good Thing, but it's not for real.

That is why, when I started another hobby by selling my first story to Tcd
Camell in 1952, the cries of "Vile Pro" that went up did not bother me unchi:
And when my friend and (in print) bitterest enemy Chuck Harris, writing abci®
* iho.Seavengers " in his usual thoughtful, scholarly style, said:

"James White! the modem Iscariot vho, for two hundred and eightyfive bucka,
renounced his immortal heritage, and gave his intrepid spacemen hmerican cccenta.

James ‘hite! pseudoscientist, plagiarist, unaspeakable foulness featering ar tho
fringes of fandam, Fakefan! Betrayer! Sex-fiend! Jackal!

Jenes white! Vilest pro!

His shocking lurad bodge-podge of avil frustretion is ccapletely pemented with
the odour of garbage, Wwritten in vhat ig popularly known ag the 'Amazing'! style,
the vague glimmerings of the bacinuyed 'Wight Is Right' plot do nothing to cover
up the butcherings of all the laws of decency, hmanity, greomor und gyntax, . "

+ « « ol frothed gently at the nouth but did not feel insulted. S0 I wes a
vile pro and & fuke-fan and 2 lot of other omoxous things — a0 vhrt, it vcog the
truth, wasn't it? Tems like whitc slaver and 1lccher I passed off ag nero litorery
lieanso on the part of my oritie, his entmaiss for purple passtges numing avay
vith hin, The only phrese I ocould point to ug bading blatuntly ineorrceti wog the
onc uhich ren " . . . Foulness festering on h e fringes of fandon . . " A fanmish
listorien and commentater of the astanding of Charleas Bandolph Barris shculd lomow
thet this foulness deesn't festor on the fringe, tut more in the niddle lika.
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The Glass Bushel Bob Shaw
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ﬁ"m SUBSTLING FIRE of gciunce fiction. for

. 3unt of sonething to fun its flozcg, nns begun
@ to.inflameiita fons. From Londan to Los Jngiles
- Tosmou, distinguished, eulturod commertators
'on the literaturs of the imngination ax: soy-
ing, "Byyaghhh!", "Crooghnhh'" d othar Yords
o~ from their retch voeabularica. Onc lauding
oiettioes- cxpert, who hid becn reading —ncles in his
- bick gurden, left hig mogazine on the ground

; unlytuhwuupaaﬂmacﬂmu,ﬁﬁdzmt

hwvo been in the market for crudzines, leava a small dopogit on it, "Bod ntmarg,"
the lending oxport seid mildly, "tut, sh——uhat a critic!" Hia wife, thinking he
wuld be worried about the meas on the mogazine, said, "will I bring = picce of
F‘F'ﬂﬂ" "Don't b::ﬂ’lﬂ!‘,“ the 'LE replied; "the bid is miles awzy by mow, ™

Heedless to say, moat of the preccding partgraph is o tissue of lics. I don't
know vhat crme over... Careful, Shaw, you'r: getting oack into tac srac soquones
of jokog! a5 I wos saying, most of the preccding prrigrph is lics but, ~g poople
who write tochnical reports say whin they ore giving deubtful frcts in crder to in-
Tlumec your opinion, the perspective is rensonubly true, Foma Arg gutting o bit
fod up with seienou fiction, and only one or two wonder if it iz oa gocd s over
cna think perhrps it is the frma who arc getting tired,

But vhatover thegeneral opinion iy be I wut tc gt in oy a1y cbout Wizt ia
WIong. «a far ng I'm concemed, the muip loas to of in recent Yoars s boan thint
nobody erres anymore when you fnnounce your fddiction to reading or writing scicnes
fiction. In the sl4d days everyonc thought you were sad—rmna it mode 1ife intcrost
ing, ~t ono time whéle funzines could be filled with accounts of' the vinlcnt reset.
ians of n fen's fricnda ang farily. Now, thariks minly to the efforts o poaoplu
like Brodhery nnd axig, and the engrmmutic reaction cf all joumclists which o-kes

*Ins roark is actually attributed to 3ir Thooas Beochor,
He is suppcadd to heve gnid it on cone oceugion vhcn ho ics
condueting a pocr rcheursal in ¢ theatrs whery a circus g
getting rendy. During the rchesrsel m ¢lephent wndcrod
onte the gtnge and mede its contribution tc, usg GEC Te

Churters once amd, posteriority, by ud ng the presceniun
as a toilet.
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thes ooy, "o pcicnce fiction drene esiy true” ahen writing about now dovaleonounte,
thc general public has n vague foeling that sf was right all elcng nd that it
—unt thcerefore be another bond ngly respectable branch of esctorict, ma - luval
with ccrpaby law or ccmparetive philol-gy.

The trcuble is that scme of us smeatea tc thrive -m ndversity. Snoors cnd jcors
frco penbers of cur circle ef acquaintance in the oundane world avczod to strang-
then cur convieticn that we wera ocsal ly on the inside =f s nothing truly w:rth

while. Nobcdy cculd have baen mere anti-science-fiction than my own fathor. Ee is
onc of thcse Irisheen of the old ach-ol who fish, hunt rabbits, brocd forrits ~na
@ dogs, drink porter am believe foervently (cer cleim to) in friries. So hod a
ducy, hotred, with vaguely religicus —vert nes, fir scienec fietion. It ponifasted
itsclf in the fum of jecvial abusc when hc was in a god mo-d ~né hoovy parentel
lam over my mental health at other tices. He never used the actutl wonis "seience
fieticn", but ingtend aletuys ocalled it '"That black cogia stuff."

I think it was this unending burrage which lal e to try oy hond ot writing the
otuff -nd helped keap me 2t it until I finnlly bezan ta sell tho occosionnl stcry.
I vonted to mnke scuc noney end ghow hiz that the bours of recding pulp nogzines
ord pounding iy 1913 Oliver had nit becen a2 wasts of time at 21l. It \ws mtirely
typicel of gy fethor that he did not give up even when I was 2ble to wrve o chequea
in his frce—he referred to iy eemings as "wimings" and ocplained W.tterly
vhan I refused tc ghare part of it cut as is th: custen with posls wins,

Practicnlly cvorybody' €lse I know had rughly the same pcint cof viow o8 oy
fathor, thc only differvnce being that thgy didn't do it in the grond asmmer. in
intcresting sido cffect from 411 this wng thnt when ysu encuntercd asnemne who
uid nct hcld you and sf up to rivicule they oppearcy in yrur gyos o8 wondorful
warn intelligont benefact:ra. I had coe uncle eelled George who weuld hwe foller
intc this clasas htd he n-t died befcre I wis old acugh to btuy oy first copy -f
agtcuncing.

He wus a thin wrriuvi-12-king ex-sailor vhe, aa far ag I esuld doterstdno, spent
acat of hias tine clenning hia ahres far work the next day, There wa o frpily
&xhoring at hia place every weeck anc the -nly bright sp-ts in theac nootings, ac
for ca the infant BcSh was ccricemad, were when Gecrge oceasicnelly 1 kol up fren
his shoos 2nd cut int: the wooun-talk with sane predicticn abcut the invantion cof
GpY raya cr mucleer powered ashipa.

I don't think he ever octunlly read any acience fietion bacausc hs nevar 2e-
quired thc facilec use cf wrds like "econtimnm" ond “astercid' which in thoge cays
in nen-scimtific circles digtinguished the sf render frcm the man in the strect.
He had samuvhere however picked up & rudinatary grasp of the idoa of cscpe vel-
ccdty mc this was perpetually oxciting his senae of wnder, Every novi md again
-0 mumer cvenings vhen he end I were cutaids the front door throvdng gy old tom-
15 ball ebout he muld explain to me how if an cbject were pp pelled ysonls
frat encugh it wmld g- intc crhit. Gurge didn't call it "going into orxpit", be-
ctuso he wnsn't familiar with the phrae. He simply said thut if you threw the
ball up fust aencugh it wiuld "stick", mnd this was cncugh for me. I g-t tho ides.

I used to Ask him tc try tc &« it end, kindly scul that hy vas, hc novar rofused
toc heva 2 g:. Hia thin brown faco would take cn a lock of intcmso ermceom, as
though to icpress me with the magnitudc of the task we wero :‘.?:ta:rptim, then ho
would perfcrm m elalcmte serica cf wriat flexings md twietings vhich would be-
come more and maro violent until thgy finnlly culminated in =g powerful - threw
ng he could mannge. The ball would go up and up into the wwening aky until I wes
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—ost suw Lt gmg going oo'atick's thon
it cooc s2iling devn, usually in the next
strcat, and I hnd t¢ g hmting after it.
vory tinc I reenvered the ball I was
alightly in awc of it - as is -nly rImper
N onc ia hwmdling an abjoet whieh hns
bercly missed being oonsigned for aver teo
cuter speec,

Lokdng tack on it, I cmn sec that
Unelc Georgu oy n-t have been an expers
on science fieti-n, tut he cortainly mew
& lot abrut kecping smnll brys scmsed.

Ay

oY o

PRyt

y earlier mention of the people wh

write toclmiec2l repcrts reninda mo cf the
tlam I have ~ften felt sver this subvars-
ive novamant within 4 o BEnglish language.
Lcetgionally during the course «f my werk
i hwe to take a technieal rapert, cn any-
thing frco guided weapcns trials te stred- =
dle ocarrier design, and extrct encugh. infer:aticn frin it ¢t writc £ novamoper
Grticles, Haoving read the report a couple of tizesy I get the picture, it loast T
gut the picture the person whe ccmviled the rvpert wanta ne t2 rout - & viden of
nmdrods cf vidite coeteld scientists and engincers widrg on imenso oSz o7
exaaive eompliented machinery, ench mnn a gumius dedieated tc +he tuth, Tc
reports ere olvays dull and difficult to underatand Wi, onc fecla, tiis is vy
nrfural considering the encrmcusly ccmplex, abatruse, technienl notiiro of the b~
Joct. The nop-technierd porecn io inclined ts feel inmuly greteful to the agineor-
writer for hoving manoced to get *he concepts invilved itz ZnzZlien et all, It is
2a theugh ho knd just suceceded in erplaining life inc_mrsc tc n igming, -

4t thig atage I get hild «f cro of the Publicdty Departaent's photograghars orA
ec osut tc the particular producticn, design or rescarch departnmt irolved, This
19 where the magnificent odifice of il1lusion crented by the ruport fbruntly crvi-
bles amy. I find o few mntes in fraved rrir Isle pullcvers aitting in an cbseciss
comer of a laborntiry ancking and oceesisnally toying with scpe piecas of miezall-
anoous hardenre, It is ~nly then tha T get the real inforreiion to vrito +ho steiy.
“hen you approach thege chapg in thedir natuml habitat they orq pripsred to for:ret
about the Scrabble hands aftor their names and tell yru aimply sdiet thay oro up to.
For froo being reAaauring, this is the most frightening point cbout the viicla bug-
iness, - uhy shculd 2 person vhe is quite eapable of uxplaining Lkias oo in lucid,
plain EZnglish have this ecmpulsion to lepse in%o boring, inccopruhansiblo jorgen
hen he lifts a pen?

Is it o defence mechanisgm? . attempt to establish superiority over thc unin-
itinted?...to corvince pecpla that ths job is difficult?...ts cever up mistokos?
1t doegm't only happen in enginecring and reseerch efitier. Thero is o porfect e:=
eplo henging up on the wall in my bank, which is supprsed to explein o customors
wigt how tho buic is gotting on. I went in *he cther moming to tolie sumo oongy
out and as I was standing there pale and trembling (I 2lweys go thot woy mhen tos-
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ing money cut -f the bank — I think it's called a withdrawal syaptom) I studded
this notice for ten nimites ang at the end of the tine wes still coipletely baff-
led. Screwhere scoething has gone wreng,

Urlike Vance Pac:ard and cther writers vt nerely €xpcge 8 diaeying treni, I
hove deone s:mething ab:ut it., I have cennged to cbtain, direct fron a tov=71i ght
euided wes=pons technician, a translation of sone of the nore comonly used phrages,
Thig shculd be of use to anyone who ever hag to read technieal reportg, but I dm't
vt any payment,

Technical Phmge, Trenslatieon,
"It hng long been knzwn that.,." ae hnven't bothered to lock up the

criginel reference,

"wccidentelly digtorted during ags- Dropped on the flocor.
ably".

"Handled with great eare through-ut Not drcpped on the floor,
the test",

"Iypienl results are sh-wm in the The best results are ghovn,
tahlell.

"The figures are ccrrect tc the order Scoething went wrong acnewhere,
cf negnitude expected".

"lMore theoretical work ig requi redd Nobody ean understand the results,

"Initinl experiments have prcduced If we can't do better then thia, we'll
premising results’. heve to serub the 1ct.

Thisg is only a start, cof ocourse, but if thinga are preperly orgmniged an behulf
of the commen men we may eventually gee the publication of Handy Phrege Boaks, not
for foreign languages, but for talking to lawyers, plumbers, income tox non and
80 on,

4ll 1 ctn say now is, thank goodness thie ingidicua dise2se hean't cropt into
fandom, Imagine what it would be like if seme sercon fuggheod used it to mess up
your &e=b>c. It would be encugh to make you gafiate!

-—~—_—--—--—--—-—_-—--—~--—————_—

LUTORDEILS NOTES
(Extracted from Gasp 13; Gerald Steward)

If you are the type who Tecls safer in 8 big car, I suggest thet instecd
of tuying & new car, Wy a Shemun k-4. Thiz velicle is powered iy o
A0 hp V-8 of gigentic proportions manufactured by that old V-8 XKins
Henry Fora, dowever the %-4 ic so big—heavy—:;trong—eond safe. tact it
meods every tit of that 500 Bp. ds o matter of fuct it hes u top speod
of only 35 oph, tut you can averuge this speed rvperdlusa of traffic
cnditions., Maring a mad test, the -4 left tw Byicka and a Linecln
oxtremely flat out. Tawa, one carnot be first “wny ct 2 green lighit,
tut ot the red light one cmn crewl ri:ht on up md over to the fmnt
of" the line egain.
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For months and months I'd been told all
about corvert ions by walt, Mndeleine, James
and Bob - ever since I. firat aecided to e =
to the LXOCON, in fact. Since 1 came into =
fandom I've read plenty of reports of other
cons, too. »But somehow nobody had ever Z
succeeced in getting it across to me that
it vas possible to enjoy e convention con-
timiously for three days without being
oored for an instant., Well, now I Imow,
&nd a brood of bema woulun't keep me nway
from the next ame.

The one smag about this sustained high level of enjoyment is thet I forgot com-
pletely Walt's warming to take copious notes; after all, who is going to take notes
viten they run the risk of nctually missing & few worda of the cormversation? Not me.
From the moment I arrived to the moment I left I found the conversations with old
Irnends and new ones, the talks about af, the rcom parties and the superdb programme
80 enjoyable and entertaining that about all I can do is trust a slightly rose-tint-
ed memory and write down those things that I rumanbor seeing, hearing and doing,

&nd trust that you will get asome slight idea of just how good it all #~s fyom start
to finigh,
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¥y jovmay to Gloucester didn't start very promisingly. Firat of all, the dep-
arture time of the circraft 1 vas travelling cn wes put forard three tines.
Zventually, tvo hours behind achedule, we follcwed the stewnrdess out to an old
crote which lookced as if it should have been retired at the end of the lest war,

I suspect ihat the words 'Spirit of St.louis' had teen hastily painted over on the
engine cowling., When everyone vho atill hnld crough nerve left to contimie with the
flight wes aboard, this prchisteris mongter lumbured across the apron with tdindows
rattling and seats crealdng. As we paesed the maintcnance bangar I moticod a group
of engineers clustered at the door waiching the plane with interest; the thing thet
vorried me wasg that they had their fingers crocacd. While wo erecked and clanked
our vy out to the end cf the nunwny, tha gtewmariess crme amound to check my safety
belt and offered me some boiled sweeta nhich she s3¢d would provent my ears from
urting vhile vo were taldng off. Lfter a toke-off run that mist have made use

of overy available inch of rumway, the acroplane clawed its way into the air and
bogen to gain altitude slowly., I unfasimed *he safety balt, took the boiled gweets
out of my ears end began to breathe agein, I nod a good look around to sce vhat a
thoughtful airline hed providd for re to rend vhile our gracoful silver hird wes
vinging its effortless way across the ocean (that's what it hed seid on the travel
vosters cnyvay). The nctt result of thia . ... oL

search vas a leaflet in two lang:nges -
“elling me what to do in the event of &
forced lending end an cut-of-date relip-
iiwg paper, In spita of thia lack o f
crtimien on the port of the airline, wo
“andod anfaly at Bristol, Quite sudden— -
¥y €vexything begon to go smoothly., The =
Ciatoms azeminztian vwes quick and polite, 2
“he hus into Bristol wms ecafortcble, md
‘“ha@ I mog boardine o Glouceater trein N
with fully thirty aseconds ts spara, 1
settled down in a comfortable meat ord
begon to ro-read "New Mapa of Holl" in
hopaful anticipation of baing nble o
cuote chunks of it in conversation wth
Kirgslqy mia. '

From Gloucester ruilwey atotion I wnlked
the nnlf-mile to the hotel, megietereu.
wait up to my roam and vached awy e
travel staing., Sean I ret out. Ail? of
gocirow enthusiaam, to find the con halil.
Outgide it I saw a large, daise Fige with
two eyes glaring over it, Tre hedgs mrvad J
cnd remarked "you're Ian Mcaulay'. Tren I knew I tra telxing to Bruce Bum and the
lux:riant growth was his remowned becrd. in remid ruccession I met Zthel Lirdsay,
Don Geldart, Keith Freeman, Joe Patrizio ani Yed Morgrthe. 4fter they hod £lmost
buried me with little carda vhich eyrcricd mo 4o by tne Lundon Group's Conbozina,
I started to look arcuna e roum erd 2lrost inrrediately ascrefaed in 2 conditianed
reflex, Yes, Ella Parker was thare !

4fter inspecting the impressive con hnll and looking at the exhibits for e while,
eome of ug went up to Elle's roon where she and Etrel pmduced 2 seamingly inex:-
~ustible supply of sandwi~hes, rolla and cakes. The sandwiches wore Alleged t=
i2@ been made from Irish bread in defererca to Pruce Burn's tastc, I wes vory
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plecsea to hear this, until I cnquired a
little further end found thet this so-onlled
Irish bread bad actually baan mede in london.
~fter tea, wc retumead to the con hall and
talked for a while., Then Ted Forayth started
2 very praiseworthy trend by renawing hias
sub to Hyphen. when the rugh to give me
money bad died awry, I ndjourred to the

bor with srchie Mercer and Don Geldart un-
til the official programme besrn,

The countdown over a loudspedker went
smoothly and at the eppointed time Zric
Jonea wvas all set to officinlly open the
con. Unfortunately, nobody clse tcs,
Howaver, the delay wea very shoxt end beforw
another fifteen nimitea had pzsaed the con
wg under way vith tho welcoming speccn
and introduction of some of the fans,
= S During ell this, I aas keeping & closa

S SRR R e I wateh on Brign aldiss, since I had racent-
1y reed 'Hothouse' and had wondered what sort of & man could hsve writtem & atory
like that, To my surprise he looked human 2nd intelligent. He spoke with anthue-
i;md“&'ld it wrs obvious thet he intended to enjoy himself during the next couple
(o] “ya.

Aft::;r the introduction there was a short film show which included £ German fen-
teay film called “The Ring', This may have been very good, tut nobody secmed to
underatand the plot, the cheracters or the deep, hidden significance of its 2llegonr-
iecnl noture, 1 think,

Scon it was time to "eirculete....to remew old friandships and make new friendg"
28 the programme so poetically put it. So, to the accompanigment of copious dreug-
hts of refreshing and stimileting liquids, I circuleted, ete, etc. s

LT

in this pericd I was successful in one
of my life-long ambitiona, that of adding
8 couple of itema to Ron Barmett's eollect-
ion of bits of completely uaseleas infore-
ation, In tones of hushed reverence, we
discussed Kingsley 4misg, who o far seemed
to be enjoying himself, though faew of the E
fens had as yet approeched either him or 2=
Brian aldiss, after a while, taking oy
copy of "New Mapa" in one hand and my coun-
2ge in the other, I went into the lounge
where Kessrs. amis, aldisa and Doherty
were talldng with Mra, amis and Margaret

Mnnson. I agked if the volume could be
autographed, It vas, drinks were brought
with alacrity, cigaretteas were handed roun
ond a discuasion started atout, of all odd
subjects, science fiction.

]
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About this time I awcke to the awAreneas that there wes sawething bothering me,
end soon renlised that it was the fact that I had been within atriking distance cf
Brian Aldias for several mimutes and hedn't yet brought up tke subject of "Hothouse'.
Obvicualy it was necesstry to show finesse and tact in introducing the topio natur-
ally into the conversation. I decided on an oblique and subtle approcch and next
time thore was & pause in the conversation I said: "Brian, about thet atoxy of yours
cnlled "Bothouse". There are 8 few points I1'd like to bave your coments on'.

From then on we were at it hammer and tongs. "Spider's webs to the moon, Bah!"
"How did the first spider get there?" "Have you loat your sense of wondexr?" "How
come the eArth and moon didn't collide if th gy weren't rotating about & ccrmon cent-
re of gravity?' And so ons At one point in the cornversatiqn the Trojen position
wes mentioned, which greatly intercated Kingsley Amia until he realised it wes an
catronordenl termm, I must confeas that Brian completely disarmed me ty 2dmitting
that e]1 the criticisna I had put forward were valid tut that he had felt that he
hod to write the story in spite of being unahle to tie up all the loose ends prop-
erlys I still don't like that p rticuler at'ry but I do think that Brian could give
lessons to Dale Camegie ony day,

Kingsley Anis and Geoff Doherty talked about manmy of the sf storiea thay liked,
cnd Ceoff soemed particulorly fascinated by the world of fandom, This group wts
ina constant astate of flux with people contimelly eoming in to take the pleces of
wiose vho left to go on to the parties or cut to the bar or somovhere, While I vas
ciore I met Harry Barrison, who didn't look a bit a kit like the mentel piecture 1
t2d of the suthor of "Deathworld". On hearing that I hed come from Belfast he imr—
eaintely asked about James White, which juast shows the sort of campeny he mmat be
used to keeping. I met Dave Kyle, tco, and his wife, Ruth, At first glenee Dnve
locked to me like & successful and staid American buainess man, tut he hos a witty
rnd pleasant personality which make him very good company. Ruth is acherming per-
son, too, and if all American fens are &8a nice I hope I meet plenty moro of them.

By now it was getting on towards one o'clock and time to go and seo about tha
room partiea. Some of Davae's movies were being shown by Nomman Shorrock in hig
roon and thias is where I found myself soon, unfortunately too late to havo seen the
begirming of the show, I consoled myself by reclining on the floor and sipping at
a glass containing 8 pet ooncoction of Noman's - coffee-flavoured Marsala wine.
after the film was over I succeeded in getting a place on the bed where I was rep-
idly orushed beneath goveral people who refuascd to move unless I promiscd them a
placo in the next gat of bacover quotes. The ringleaders in this presaurc group
were Noman Shorrock and Bruce Bum, but in spite of their worst efforts I romain-
ed staunch to the principles which are a prerequisite of all members of the Hyphen
staff, Now if only they had tried to bribe me. . . !

4t about half past three, everyone decided that it would be & good thing to have
an early night at the beginning of the con so 8s to bt in tip-tap condition for the
two full days which lay ahead of us. So we 2ll said good-night to each other and
I wended oy happy though somewhat leass than steady way to my roaom.

Next moming I had a hearty broakfaat juat after nine o'clock to enchble me to
face whatever the dsy might bring forth with my usual poise end savoir faire, It
wag just ag well I did becBuse the first thing the day did bring forth wes Hyphen's

art editor whose irmediate demands for cover ideas almost blew a fuse in my bmin.

It struck me as slightly odd the way he kept invoking the name of same near-deity
~1led Harris. Finally I cane to the oconclusion that there must bo some deep an-
~28tral memory of primagval significonce attatched to this odd habit,



1

i

|

e =8

ST

The first item on the official progrerme for Saturday was the tope "Typo", made
y the Cheltenhem group. This anbitious farmish play deslt with the ettempts of one
"Harry Slime" to sclve the myatery of the theft of Eric Frank Russel's typewriter,

1 thought it very emnjoyable, tut I'd like to hear it again under rather better liast-
ening oonditiona.

Geoff Icherty then gave his talk "in Alien in the scademy’'. GCeoff is cn English
toachar who likes reading sf and hia even written o bock ocalled "Aspects of Science
Fiction} which ia designed for use in achools. The only amoying thing about this
telk was the high frequency of interruptions from the zudience. Geoff declt well
and interestingly with these queations and with those which ceme during the discuss-
ion period after his talk, This convention was his firat neeting with fendam and
it's nice to bo able to a2y that he seamed very favoursbly impressed with it, aven
though o little bewildered with the more "fmRanish" aside of things.

Then it wns tine for lunch, fhrwhich arthur and I joined Kem @nd Pan Bulmer (and
Debhie) and Ron and Daphme Buckmastar in a voyage of discovery of the Gloucester
eating placea. I enjoyed 8 good saled while the others toyed with sumdry less pal-
atable dishes. This naturally put me in good spirits and I readily sympathised with
arthur as he tried to figure out the esoteric symbolian that had caused the cafe to
represent 8 cup of tea @y & plastic disc with a honle in it, Debbie spent the tine
in demonstrating her generous nature, amazing in cne so young, by showering largesae
in the fom of cutlery over the nearest tableas.

Ve got back to the con hall in nice time for the Don Ford slide show, with taped
commentary by Icn himself. Norman Shorrock did an excellent job of showing the
slides in perfect timing with the commentary and keeping the focus right throughout
the show., The slides themselves were perfect exmmples of all that alides should be,
though I would have preferred fewer slides and & bit more commentary from Don.

Than ceme the moment wo were all waiting for — Kingsley Amia' speoch, Aifter an
&musing introduction by Brian aldiss, the suthor of “New Mapa of Hell" lmunched a
verbal assmlt entitled "anti-acience, anti-fiction" At us. He firat of £11 ocon-
damed much of the paeudo-scientific nonaense that has been used os a tagis for
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af storiea. This included time trevel,

paionic machines and his owm partiaular

" - hate, trenslation madnn;z‘a;h Kingsl gmz-mt
on to spenk wdth horror o e poor

s j :;: A TRANSLATION acterisation that wes a feature of many

4?‘?5& CHINE -. .. stories, quoting extracts to supprort his

Yol | YOUR WEGHT 1S views.

WEIGHT |10 sToNe FIvE RUMS  This talk was obviocusly designed to be
AND KINGLSEY AMIS 88 provocative ag poasible and it certainly
D OES NoT RELILVE Sucoceeded in its object. 4 large percent-
~~ IN ML I age of the audience were restively waiting
to tear the aspeaker apart verbelly during
the queation pericd. Howevor, thay heard
it out in silance and waited until the

chaiman called for questions,

To be honeat, the firat five mimutos of
the discussion were so eappallingly inane
that it was almost embarrassing to be in
the hall, Fortunately things were brought
back to a listenable level by Dcve Kyle.
Ted Camell and Ken Bulmer alsc mnade same
intelligent renarks in defance of sf.
4fter these had set a good cxomple, the
sudience recovered its head and Kingaley

amis must have been well pleased with the
the response to his speech. [ think the
audience was well pleaged, too, with having
a jnowledgeable and gemarclly frvourabdble
critic even though *hey cty not have agreed
with all the criticiama. Perhaps the furm-
iest remank of the whnle con ws mede dur-
ing this discussion. Ted Tubb had remarked
how he hated to read ,end was shocked by some sf stories which wore only thinly dlp-
@i sed pomography., Kingsley dumbfounded him and crused the sudeinca to becoma
%Jl:;et hystorieal ty remaddng: "I'm afraid I must be much more blase thun you, Mr.

Abreak for tea emablcd dozens of amnll arguements to break out 211 around the
Toom and these only ended when the &suction began. Thia wes first of 211 ably hend-
led Wy EZric Jones, tut after about twenty mirutes Ted Tubb tock over. I'd heard
about Ted's nethod of amuctioning before, tut it really has to be seen to be believ-
eds The most lurid pormmographic details were quoted from perfectly inmocent books
and the high paint arrived when he sold & bock which mat have bean obout sixty
years old by ateting that it was an early wrk by Jolm W. Caopbell. Jokln Cempbell

wig the name on the cover all right, but I think it was & bock of semans by sane
preacher of that name.

after tea with archie Mercer and Terry and Val Jeeves, I retumed to the con hot-
el to find it resocunding with thg preparations for the fancy drass ball, Gollant
efforts were being mrde by six atrong man to fit Brian Burgeas into a smuit of peg-
board amrour never designed for his freme. These efforts were fin2lly succosaful
and at the beginning of the ball, Brian was stalking around waving a heavy wooden
rword and meking muffled remarks beneath nis vizor, Gradually the hall filled with
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vempires, Barsoomian Banth Bunters, space men, aliens, witahes, space girla and heav-
ily amoured knights. !

afoature of the cvaning waa a violont combat between two groups of kmghta. Tho
1all rescunded with full-blocded eries and the impact of wooden sword on peghboard
crmour, Arthur Thamson being in constant risk of hia life 2a he dashoed avery faw
seconds into tho thick of tho strife to extricate some unfortunate who hod sustained
more then a simple fracturc. ‘then the great joust came to an end as ad_n':xrr, f.he bod-
ies wore dragged amay to bo ravived by the intemal application of soothing lotions
in tho form of ethyl alochol plus tracos of highor organic esters,

The fancy drass porede wended its way rouna and round the hall with all at‘!:ention
concentrated on it, The co-editor and art-cditor ef Hyphen spent moat of their ti..me
forcibly restraining each other from rcfixing feathers onto Ina S?mnr?d:'z.l spacebird
costume, This wag merely & acsirc to be helpful on my part, tut I think irthur must
have been secking some suggeation for acover idea for thisg igsuc, I don't think a
family magazine like Hyphcen could publish some of the sugxzcations he got, though.
The judges reached their dcoision after & considermnble amount of hoasitetion, vhich
wasn't very surprising as some of the cos-umes were obviocusly the result of a great
denl of thought and bard work. Honourable mentions went to Nomman Weecrll, Inbbie -
Grey, Bob Richardson, Eric Jones, Tony ?alsh and Normman Shorrock. Secend prize went
to Ina Shorrock and First was gained by Eddie Jones; Eddie had designed botn h%s own
and Inc'a costume, s0 he got o special round of epplause, Aafter the prusentation of
the prizes by Ruth Kyle, thome sho had been dancing retumed to danaing, and the
reat cf us retumed to talking in 21l groups about anything that tock our fancy.

~rthur bad decided that he was going to :
molie same contribtution to this con report,
cpart from his illustrations, and I repro-
duce below the document he handed to me nt
this point in the con. The typoes are his.

"Heving motored down to Gloucsetor on tho
Scturday moming I arrove at the eon hotel
tc find the other half of the Hyphen 'To-
nignt' tecm pacing restlussly up and down
in theo hotel lounge. I had hadrly a few
words of gretting out when this gnel had
ihe atart in right awsy cn just
\dhcﬂ%} 3% was going to ocver which part
of the convention. I found I had been del-
egated to ccver the Saturday aftemcon del-
agates then the fancy dress party the Ompa
mecting the euction the afternocn tea and
the changing cf tne Bulper babys 1 alaso
te ille this lotx up and at the same time -
keep no Oa_o" s‘-;'

The document atopa short presumably because
scmecne was foolish enough tc offer Arthur
8 drink at that point,

after the ball, quite a few of us ended”
up at the London grcup's party in Ethel Lind-
s8y's rooms arthur was in charge cf the
dispensing of liquid refreshment and things .

¥
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son got quite lively.. The big nsmes =f the ccn were with us for & pod vhilo and
we wore ovan treated to the spectacle of Kingsley amis making an.effert te load the
perty in the singing of luridly wrrded s:ngs. another highlight es the fomation
of n splinter grcup which held its own party in a bathrocm. In & bath, 3Hali full
cf vam wator. It appears that thgy felt the main rocm was beccming: hot end erowd-
. ed end it seancd reascnable that they should move intc the bathroom, It ima reas-
~nahlo until practicelly ovaryone else ducided to join tham. ;

The party gt hotter, livelicr and ncisier; after an hour or so Brian Rurgoss
arrived to nsk wuld we move tc anothcr room as the staff ned approoched him to asy
that thoy cculdn't sleop as thoir bedrcoms werw on the samae floor es the party.
Aftcr a pouse -f w-ndcrment at the way Briam can get involved with any available
non-fan, we cbligingly moved. To Eddie Jcnes' ro-m, which was abcut asven by tem
feat in floor area, ‘Yihen I coumted there were 38 pecple in this rocm and o few
more came in after that. 1 did make the suggeation that someone might climb onte
the tcp of the wardrobe cnd I was irmedintely accused -f being a diaciple of John .
Berry's. after about twenty mimutes the inevitanle happened; one -f the fames
fointed 8- we 211 hed te clear cut cf the rem &nd 21low a little brecthable adr
in, Scme of ua returmned t: Ethel's roca for an hour or sc where we talked quietly
in an effcrt t: avoid disturbing edther Brian Bunresa or the hotel staff,

For some rcason that escapes mu ncw, though it probably seemed lcgicel at the
tine, this party brcke up at about 4 a,c. Several =f us wore proceeding dovn one
:f the hetel corriders when we came upcn 8 grcup lying cn the flcor and talidng. .
Fecling that it wculd be a guod thing to join forces we lay devn t~o, Pasaing
bottles from hand t: hand and frem hand tc mouth, we talked about sf, Kingnley &nis,
end vhet a magnificent con it wes,  about five o'clock we split up vrith the gener-
ous intention of permitting the occupents of nearby rooms to get some sleep. Five
or six of us sat in my roam until five thirty, when I poured them into the corrid-
or, hrd a laat cigrrette and went to bed,

I overslept a little on Sunday moming and didn't get down to breakfest until
almoet quarter to ten. Judging by the deserted appearance ofthe dining roan, plenty
of others had overslept, too. ~Brian Burgess was obaerved in deep oanversation with

two non-fung &ho werv loakdng axroumd vith
-::= glazed expreasions and trying to restrain
= their small dmughter fron covering Brian
with her &{ sh of breakfaat ceroal, Or
perhaps they were encoureging ner to cover
Brian with her dish of breckfust cereal,

The official programme that moming
conaisted of the BSFa meeting, ..t this
it was decided that next years con vill be
in Herrogate at zaster, Ron Bermett ond a
commi tee doing the orgenising.

I lunched with Ken &nd Pem Bulmer in the
Chinese restomurant down the mwad from the
con hotel. The waiter treatcd me through-
out this meal with urmsual deforence and
it was only later thot wo realised that
this was standord Oriental politcness as
exhibited to futhers of seall children.
Ken vas not given this treetment, ao it's

20 !
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obvious that the con was taking its toll of me; I looked more
like a harassed father than he did.

Lfter lunch, a short play waa performed by the London "\}":"‘H@ 3
group. Tho stars of this were Ethel Lindsay, Bruce Bum and
Jicmy Groves, with bit parts going to Ella Parker and Joe XE

Patrizio. The thame of this muasical epic was that fandom waa
in danger of being teken over hy the Seots. It was epity that
the audienco was rather small for thia, even though the seript
is to be publiashed later.

Next wo hnd Eric Bentcliffe's "This Ia Your Fan Life', Erie
Jones being the unsuspecting viotim, Thia well thought out half-hour introduced
several fana, both in the flesh and on tepe, playing the part of lurid charcctars
from Erie'a'past!. At one point, when Erie Jonos had been alleged to bo an expert
hypnotist, Dave Kyle stood up and walked around the con hall with cutstretchod ams
saying,"I am cn Englishman! I read science fiction!" The highlight of tho perfom-
anca, though, waa the comection of Eric to on elnborate and almost frightoning
"paionics" machine; this had unwittingly been constructed by Eric himsclf end hc
wes cshaken to find it being used on himsgelf.

Bon Bennett conducted the TAFF suction after a break for toa, Tha exprossion
on hia face when "The 27th Doy ty John Mantlay was returmed for ro-cuction by the
buyer for what muat have been almost the 27th time was

o ono of almoat indoascribable horror, It scemed thet ho
g could all too sasily imagine himaself baing doomed to spend
5 C S the reat of his 1ifo trying to find a buyor for it, BHow-
4 \ X ever, samcbody finelly tock pity on him and decided to
b keep it for their crud pile.

acouple of frmnighly oricnted competitions followed.
These were Ken Slater's Iritial Quiz in vhich contestants
/ 4/ bad to identify af suthors from their initials ( I coo-
\ peted and esvered myself with ignominy), and a femnish
variety of Twenty Queations during which evexryone hotly
decbated whether the Dean Drive should be classified as animal, vegatable or mineral.

_ I spent teatime, 8gain at the (hinese restaurant, with Margarot Menson, BErian
aldiss, Ken Slater and Dave Barber, By an odd chance, we spent moat of tha time
arguing abcut a story of Brian'a called "HBothouse". The argument wes inconclusgive,

The first itam after tea wag Exic Bentcliffe's TAFF Telk; this vra xctramely
intecresting and Eric managed to get acress very well his pleasure at going to the
States and moeting many of the fans over thers. - s3

Erie was suffering from a severe sore throat aa an aft- S S\
emcth of 'flu and was ccopelled frequently to quaff drafts S0 Q\%\\:

of soda-water during his talk in en effort to fend off com-

plote voice failure, The mere thought of drinking atrajight “&%‘_
sodo~-water upsaet several members of the audience so badly %‘
that they made an immediate dash for the bar at the end of %
the talk, This impetucusness rmight have had gerious reper- ;\:;:“%

S

meﬁiona, but I managed to get to the bar first so all waa
vell,

Eric then conducted the TLFF guoction. - mong the items
80ld wore an unpuhlished original mamseript by Brian Al-
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diss, a copy of the'Harp Stateside' and the
time of various suthors, both pro and fam,
Kingsley &ria gained the highest price,
possibly by virtue of haranpuing those pro-
gent until he felt the price wes getting
to a reasonable level. In spite of the

fact that I wne preporcd to do without re- N
freshments for the rest of the con %
give free subs to Hyphem, I wam't able to g

rud se enough to cuthid 2 ecombine vhich in-
cluded Ron Bennott end the London Group.

I did taink of putting in a bid for
Walt'a tirc in tho hape of getting some-
thing out of him for Ryphen, but decided
to try the threat of withdrawing his Ser-
cbble first. =thel Lindsgy finally ob-
tained Walt's services and said that ghe
was going to demand an hour of his ccn-
versation oo that he'd havg to ocno to the
next ~on. (I'm trying to persurde hinm too,
Ethelt).

The suction was followed by the btig film show. This started off with two Shell
seicntific filne in colour; these were oxcellent end drew deserved opplrusc frem
the cudience. Then there wes the ancrican fun film, The Musquite £id, This ws
narred by a sound-track so bad that only an ccengional word could be heerd, &
pity, becmuse it could heve been very enjoyable. :

The full-lenght film wes 'Forbidden Planct' which was a pop-
uler choice, aven for those who had sean it before. By & nat-
urel trand, & large bar party fomced after this to discusa just

ubout cvery af film ever sede. Kingsley Anis gave vivid imp-
rcaaiona of inraged filn nonaters tearing down the Goldem Gate ¢ o
bridge with such enthusgiosn that the hotel staff were seen to ! =
F"q 2SR

loak cmuticusly over their shrulders every time they moved awsy
fro~ the group after bringing fresh supplies of Aleohol.

About en hour passed in this plessant fashion, tut then Briuan
Burpcas arrived trailing a very dnunken retired oclonel type. Brian ermoumced that
this pon-fan had expressed a desire tc meect Xingslay and that he hed felt it his
quty tc do cverything possible tc advanee this ncble cause,

Tha non—fan stared at Kingeley and slurred out a ra:zark to
the effeat thot he too had heen at Swangen University B'Jove
and was intereated to see a real Aingry Young Mcn, Kingslay
blanched. Nothing would suit the retired colonel type but tat
. the "aAngry Young Man" should ecne cut ond be exhititod to his
= friends., He wwnt, rolling his gyes ond muttoring imprecations
* benenth his breath, Wen he came back later, his pithy version
—\= of the nffair convinced pe at least that "Ludy Jic" wse at oy

== rate partly ocutobiographieal.
3 A few cf us left ahout thia time and went up tc the SFCol's

mite to "finish off a few left—ovar bottles". Lbout helf past
twelve we oama to the reluctrmt ocmaluaion thnt this would be

:
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beyond cur powers, aven though we were proparad to | s
give our all in a gzood eause. Eric Banteliffe and == =3ia
I wvero degpatched to round up roinforecmants, & Sk m}*
meaion in vhich we were aingularly sucoccssful, -:-?
Soon, theo party was really swinging and 1 waa decply =
{nvclved in discussing logicol falloecles, Peyroon's o~
sppronch to quentun physics and the squars root ¢ f \io
mimis one. I slso talked abcut some of his stories ‘-
\ith Brien ildiss, perticnlarly ore ealled 'BHothouse's
Surprigingly, wo refrained freo csssulting euch otlier,

Bventually the nentel strain froo these oonvars-
ntions emsed me to adopt & rociining peeition (*hat's
ny story, anyv=y!). The fan Guest of Bomoui, Archie
Morcer, vaa in the midst of 2 digcuseicn with In-
Shcrrock mnd Phil Pogers just to the rignt of o and I was suon includea in trig,
all the tice balaneing o glass Auil of reiresorent on oy ~hest. After o vidle, I
made the wnfortunnts disecvery that oy lelt leg had gone to sleop. Prudently e~
abering to finish the drink that I hed cn gy chast (not that Ethel Lindsay all-
owod me to forget iti1), I sat up, found my left leg emid the tapyle of litbs and

~ - i 8iraigitened it out sAartly. an anguished screas fron
CRQNTY ) behind re imparted tho news that the leg I hied stroight-
~_7N i ened out actually belonged tc Phil Bogera, idnen ho had
setisSied hirself that nc pomancnt damoge nhed bean done.
t._‘;\ he Ansisted me gererously to find =y o™ leg mnd ploce it
o

} in a somecwhat less cramped position.

')

o) it about fcur thirty quite 2 fow of the perty chicken~
= ed out and went to bed, but somc of us steyad on telldng

g. — : md quaffing the oceasicnal glaas until just oftor five
7, t thirty. aa we set off thon for our ovn roons, Phil nsde
=) ) \. A parting remark to mo 8s he limped awgy down tho corr—

* jdor. He said, "I'1ll eall you At nine o'alock": I 1m-
/ ghed at this little jest, which semed quite Ammy at the
tine. )

I wesn't lmghing at nine 0'clock when I wog owokened by & pounding et my door
and thc voice of Phil Rogors bullowing and mving every indicatior of contirming
to bellow until I was eccpletely aroused. after trying unsuecassfully to rasove
the ancient horse hlankas that had somehow got intt my pouth, I succeedea by a codo
syaten of noans in impar:ing tho information R It
«ng pow amako, 1 stagge=od fron the bad and deeided
I would be able to face treakfmat in spite of “he
ridimloudly early bour. han I entered hie dining
roon I oould gev koppy, aniling faces all around ne.
Unfortunntely, tkese fuccs £1l belonged tc ths botal
staff, who seened to be tearing up rocoarkably well
in the face of the knowledge that the con waug almaat
ovoT,

Any fans who had memaged tc make the affort to
got 8s fr as the dining rcom this early leoked as
if they had only drme so to be sure of not missing

& gingle instant of the last nowing of a famlous
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veek-cnd, There were quite-a few in the dining roam which would seec. to shov that
most of the con attendees sian't vant to mias anything.

After breakfast, scme of us sat around reading and discussing the firat con ro-
port to appear (in ths "Guardien"). This had been written ty Geoff Iohorty and

gave a vexy faic account of h e procecdings, in spite of a certain amount of ave &
at the phanomenon of fandem. ' |
Sadly, it was now time for me to leave the con, so I spent about ralf an hour ' *1

going around and saying good-bye to everyonc I could find, Than I went up tc my
roon, collected my siiteags, brought it down to the hell and pedd my bille, I wont
around saying o last goodbye &nd evemtuelly came back to the ball and put on oy
cont, I kept on hoping tint everyone would decide that they shculd ebanlon their
jcbs and carry on the con for arother veek or so, but there wos no such lucks
After a finel farewell, I welked out reluctantly and made my woy to the stetiong
¥or me, the LXICON was gver,

* ] * ® » ® ® - ® «* L] +* * L 2

Yes, my firat con wus over and now I'm back among Irish fendam,  The others
look At me enviocusly when 1 atart rhapsouising about th e wonderful time I hady I
always end up by saying "You should huve been there" in the hopes thot mcybe next
year they will, Of course, scmebcdy (who lives nct a thcusand miles from Drodcham
Bouse) hag put around a rnurour that I was actually seen to consume alcoholie liquer
at various times during the eon, so I think %alt may ccme along next time to aee
that the trediticne of Irish Fendom are not flcuted tc an even greater degreel

I think I can divide the pecple I met at the con into three categories; (1), the ]

reoople I tolked tc a lot and mish 1 had talked to more. (2), The people I telked

to a 1ittle and wish I bnd talked to more, and (3), the pecple I bardly telked to

at 211 ond wigh I had talked to more. Tho Cheltentem Group, hended by Eric Jones,

did a rarvellcus job v*® organisation, everyone was friendly, the Lcrdon grcup are

a fine bunch of fona and, oh hedk, I cculd go on and on Mke this fcr hcurs, Let's

just =5y I &n't believe there could be a better con, thougn you'll all sec me at
Errrepnte noxt year, sinee I hope it'll be as gozd.

In the imm- rtal words of Brian Aldiss, celehrnted suthor of (ugh!) 'Bothouse',
"See ycu, mate - at Barrogate,"

A0:  £00e a8 Ale a0 oM afu aTin T AT0n U060 anCe JJUL

Heve you ever seen a8 ghastly hairy mcnster s'ml}dng a mbilec fercle? Or a ghoul-
ish figurc from & nightmore world? The ATOA! inthology has »lanty of seli-portraits
like this ag weil as the inimituble atomilloes and cartosns. Ivr 10C prqes of the

best of the btest of framisn art and huzous send 7/- or 81.00 t- ‘|
£lla Parker Batty Kujaw
151 Cantertury Rend r 2819 Carolinc 1
Lendon HWE Scuth Beni 14,
Inaiuns
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W. rrom inside frent coverd in the ovening the Gute Theatre ond intel luctuxl

gy esgilon 1n veorpian Douscs. str giacisus living, [ublin is herd @ wh~d:. For
inctonce on Sundoy marming on the way t¢ g lf we called on Johmy Homtz, hono -
quointeace y~u nede briefly a few Hyphens ngz, ond Ian spent the pyming «ith him
2nd his pretty new wife Helza lying in the sun eating ice croom, drinking Bancedict—
inc =nd ploying Scrabble. In my dour Nortnern way I deplired tho hedoram of this
Stbbeth pregram vhon it was mo tod, but Jolumy promised they weuld uac crly iords
t> be found in The Bible.

41) tcs a0 n tho end of the h-liday drew near »nd to shcck us back tc sordid
rerlity wo resilved to wash Ian's SIVD Car, after smmc hard scrubbing wo found tvo
d- rg Ion had ferg-tten about end that thg car had ~riginally been fawn, woecpt for
s°mo rusty Tregmentsg of old ircn which we zumised night cnce have ben chrmium
platcds though nct of coursc the frent hucper, which was obvicusly o losegy of smma
e:1lis on with an ircn bedstead. sll cur cffcrts with chrome cleanor cad motel pol-
igh ncraly eonverted the rough brown finish int: 2 smz-th brewn finish, wntil Iirs
mcsulay sallicd f-rth from the kitchen with 8 Brills steel wol ecnp ped "na attock-
ud the cor #ith it. I c-coented sott~ veee t¢ Ion that he wculd at lengt bo driving
thy most expansive smicepm in Ireland and Ian, fearing thet she would w rk hor way
dsvm t> the oore upholstery, diverted hius mothoer's attention to the rrunt urcper, ac
thot tha deluded lady nignt the sc-ner be disccursged. an inexpliechlo phomcoinon
then ocaurred, waich even Iun's brillient sciantic orain wis unable to cntogerise.
1he ruat-ecten surfece was replaced by -ne of gleaming scrotch-froe chrniur! The
only cxplanaticn we have been gblu tc think of is that by sme gicstoxly 1~chinnticn
2% thc Poxd head =ffice where he warks, cur ¢ld frieni Chek Harris had causal the
fr.nt baoper of Ian's car to be mede =f s:lid chrordum,plated with £ thin layer of
steol. In any case, Hyphen cend:-rses Brillo S-ap Poda.

Mt mow, bronzed amd fit we'ru beck ot work (umcng ths pale white slugn in the
sffico I stend ~ut like a2 pale brewn slug) and rewy tc facs the pr blemo of fandoa.
First, T hwve been veked by Dr. Ian Ress keciulay, PhD ond ber, fomerly of Bolly-
ocrus Grange, Cc.Dublin, tc sxy that he is nmot upd never has been lan Y.lichuloy,
2SR, fcroerly of aclantn, Gecrgla. Perple kevp so stcaafastly writirg in tc sy
hew nice it is t- gec Ian back again cnd shen is the next Comang o ning -ut, thet I
tall Ian hs had better just Accept the situction by taing cver this rendy-nod:
fannish past and rctuelly publishing the next issue of Cesmeg. Sc if y of »u old
friends of the old Ian are ut the next Convention, just intr:duce ycurselves t: the \s
nea ono, Y-u'll recognise him by tha reincamntion in his buttoahole.

Trlking of Conventions, yiu may hive sein in Orion a fr.pesal te noninato ac for
LaFF, o this is to mnko it clear thet I will net stend. Therks, but fir cne thing
I fudl thnt having mede the trir cnee I shouldn't do someone elac out cf it, ond
thnt T ghould take my chance -n the unofficial fund which has becn atartol to bring
haloleine « me tc Chicage in 1962,

"I had an idea for a stery thu other day," snid Jxaes white. Wwe listaenod respact—
fully, oppreciating the privilege -f -bserving the w-rkings of the fine mind vid ch
hag ~lrondy this year suld a tw-—purt gserial t~ Funtcostic, @ shart to FOSF, 2 novel
to Digit Bocka nd 8 novelet to an anthclogy scries the first cf whickr hod ™ intr-
ductior by Bertrind -ussell. In Irish Pmdzs we rub anculders with the Grent Thinkers
of cur ginercticn. The story, James went »n, was -f an interstellzr eclomsing s;nce-

ip there everyne wis in suspended aninntion except for sne man was jiejt vztch for

ve years 'nd then aw-ke hia siccess:>r nnd so on. Naiturmlly the grect provlenof
this sole mm wug the tecptotion t: revive o ccopunion., He resisted it cnly oy un-
freezing & azcll dcrestic mninul, which solaced his lonely vigil s that whar the
ti o crme to unfreeze his successcor ha wns almcat sane. Not s: the survivor, ~las,
for the her:'s rere explanaticn of whnt he hud dcne turmed him inte o gibbering . «
pmine, endangering the life ~f the vory ship itself. "H-w? why?" e calred, "wiet'@ig *
he sty when Aasked to accamt fur the presence of the small dimastic cninnl???"

"I thought I'd thawy A ruddy-tat,” anid Jmes.
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Ganesd Yo ung S
SINCE HE JOINED THE ARQY, {E'S JIOPPING
HIS SUBSCRIPTION TO HIKING iwfAZINE...IT
IS SCAEWZAT EaSIZP TC Hb PLITGCE ERRY
THaN NOT CHzaT ON YOUR INOCZ.E 24X ...TELL
HI TO Sevzw HIS SUB HIT NOT 10 BOTHER
10 YRITE aGaJN.....I BITCHED HY 1LGOR TO
.. ST.E, ONLY T0 FIND TH.T SZRS LRE USE-
L=SS FOR DRLWING W.GORS.....Q%NE ZZGINS
IO WORD=R 17 iT IS LT LI WORIE WILE
~NYMCRE TC STuND HERE KNECIERP IUV 30CK
HVLII[!!u aIOET THIS rE=BLZ TORCH.....YES

= . THaT'S JIT= ..ur::}u-m;.
\’\@ ~ MR.WRICHT, BUT TRmAT ILNE
= YOU LONE 'TH ) ITCYCLEZ...

|§ o YOT BeING & HIRD, I CN'T EE
J Y IN TWO PLLCES LT ONCE ...IS
IT TROE TELT Tiw JU.YS OFFICE
WON'T LLIOw SCEN=S OF i OOUPLT I3l 52D
UNLZSS ONE OF TRN H.S 4 FOOT Ou THE
FLOCR? MO, THWT'S HILLI:.RDS YOU'RE THD-
1EG CF.....HISTORY IS .. NIGIMART FROY
WHICE iT IS TDVE W2 4LLL WOKE 1P -ND ELD
.« CLE.R LOUK AFOUND.....YOU ENOY LELT
"HEY Cuall QUUPLES wHO PRLCTICE “'HS CLTH-
OLIC NaTURuL RHYTH: METHOD: PiRZIS.....
UNTIL YOU GE? TO TH= POINT .= PIDPLZ
N0« YOU I'M LF:LID YOU 'SP RNOW PiDPLE
«oo..YESTERDLY I $OUGHT L
GIRLIZ LAG, MY PATHER
FOUND 17T AND HeaD IT; TO-
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